


ABOUT THE SAMUEL NEAMAN INSTITUTE

The Samuel Neaman Institute was established in 1978 in the Technion at Mr. Samuel
Neaman’s initiative. It is an independent multi-disciplinary national policy research
institute. The activity of the institute is focused on issues in science and technology,
education, economy and industry, physical infrastructure and social development which
determine Israel’s national resilience.

National policy research and surveys are executed at the Samuel Neaman Institute and
their conclusions and recommendations serve the decision makers at various levels. The
policy research is conducted by the faculty and staff of the Technion and scientists from
other institutions in Israel and abroad and specialist from the industry.

The research team is chosen according to their professional qualifications and life
achievements. In many cases the research is conducted by cooperation with
governmental offices and in some cases at the initiative of the Samuel Neaman institute
and without direct participation of governmental offices.

So far, the Samuel Neaman Institute has performed hundreds of exploratory national
policy research projects and surveys that serve decision makers and professionals in
economy and government. In particular the institute plays an important leading role in
outlining Israel’s national policies in science, technology and higher education.

Furthermore, the Institute supports national projects, such as the Ministry of Industry,
Trade & Labor clusters - the MAGNET program in nano-technologies, media, optics and
communication, chemistry, energy, environmental and social projects of national
importance. The institute organizes also comprehensive seminars in its leading fields of
research.

The Samuel Neaman Institute’s various projects and activities can be viewed at the
Institute website.

The chairman of Samuel Neaman Institute is professor Zehev Tadmor and the director
is professor Omri Rand. The institute operates within the framework of a budget funded
by Mr. Samuel Neaman in order to incorporate Israel’s scientific technological economic
and social advancement.

Mailing address: Samuel Neaman Institute, Technion City, Haifa 32000, Israel
Phone: 972-4-8292329

Fax: 972-4-8231889

e-mail: info@neaman.org.il

Website : http://www.neaman.org.il/Neaman
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ABSTRACT

The conditions and ramifications of the Ultra-Orthodox (“Haredi”) population in Israel
have become, in recent years, a central issue in all public debates — in the media, at the
Kenesset, in Government offices, academic institutes, in the military and among the ‘man
in the street’. The current U-O situation is on the agenda of almost all social
organizations in lIsrael. Many parties are trying to present their own solutions, often
without understanding the complexity of the problem, and, in quite a few cases,
generating incitement and extremism in the process. Very little attention is given to in-
depth learning of the complicated reality and processes presently characterizing the

Haredi population..

The purpose of this report is threefold: First, to provide an updated and accurate status
report about the subject; secondly, to emphasize the major consequences and implications
of the current facts, figures and evolving trends; and thirdly, to suggest possible ways of

action.

In the eight chapters of this report we cover the following aspects: A review of various
definitions and characteristics of the Haredi population; providing facts and figures
regarding their demographics and level of living; an attempt to solve the ‘big riddle’ --
how does the Haredi economy work; mapping the geographical distribution of Haredi
communities; describing the transformation processes taking place in the U-O society;
analyzing the role of women in the Haredi changing community; reviewing the
Government policy regarding the Haredi society; and finally -- offering a glance into the

future.

The concluding lines of this report propose a possible pending resolution: Just as the
creation of the “Learning Society” (or the “Yeshiva Fundamentalism”, as labeled by
some scholars) provided the historical-sociological mechanism that invigorated the
(Ashkenazi) ultra-orthodox Jewry which almost vanished in WW-II holocaust, so could
the self-evolvement of a modern Haredi society, encouraged and embraced by the
broader Israeli society, become the leverage that will enable a reproductive co-existence
between Ultra-Orthodox and non-orthodox sectors in Israel and will allow a tolerable

integration of the Haredi population with Israel’s economy and society.






Ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israel:

A Status Report, 2014

(29 Edition)

Dr. Reuven Gal
Head of the "Ultra-Orthodox Integration" Project

Samuel Neaman Institute for National Policy Research

February 2015



	haredim 5-3-15
	haredim pnim 4-3-15 final
	החרדים בחברה הישראלית - תמונת מצב 2014
	English  Abstract
	דף ריק
	Ultra


